[R] And they sent a certain laundry worker to R. Eleazar b. 
Azariah. 


[S] But some say it was R. Aqiba. 


[T] [The messenger] said to him, “The sprinkler, [ son of a 
sprinkler] should sprinkle; shall he that is neither a 
sprinkler nor the son a sprinkler say to the sprinkler, son 
of a sprinkler, “Your water comes from a cave and your 
ashes from roasting’ ?” 


[U] [R. Eleazar b. Azariah] said to them, “Are you 
satisfied? You and I shall wait at R. Gamaliel’s door.” 


[V] Nonetheless, they did not depose [R. Eleazar b. 
Azariah] from his high dignity, but rather appointed 
him Chief Justice [Ab Bet Din]. 


4:2 


[A] What were the delegations [maamadot]? 


[B] [It is said,] “Command the children of Israel and say to them, ‘My 
obligation. my food [for my offerings made of fire, of a sweet savor 
to me, shall you observe to offer me in their due season]’” (Num. 
28:2) — 

[C] now how can a person’s offering be made while he is not standing by 
its side? 

[D] The early prophets made the rule of twenty-four watches, and for 
each watch there was a delegation [ma’amad] in Jerusalem made 
up of priests, Levites, and Israelites. 


[E] When the time came for a watch to go up to Jerusalem, its priests and 
Levites go up with it to Jerusalem. 


[F] And Israelites who belong to that watch gather together in their towns 
and study the story of the works of creation. 


[I:1 A] Would it not have been more appropriate to express the Mishnah by 
saying, What is the delegation?EThey gather in their towns and 
study the story of the works of creation [M. 4:2A, F]? [Why insert 
the cited verse at B?] 


[B] The intention was to start at the beginning of the matter [that is so as to 
provide the rationale for the delegation]. 


[1:2 A] Said R. Jonah, “The daily whole offering represents the offering of all 
Israelites.” 


